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Opportunities at a Glance 

State Virtual School? NO 

How common are district-run 
online programs?  

Some 

Do individual districts offer 
full-time virtual schools (single 

district)? 
YES 

Do all students have access to a 
full-time school (multi-district)? 

YES 

Do microschools or intentionally 
developed hybrid schools exist? 

YES 

Are Education Savings Accounts 
(ESAs) available to students? 

YES 

Are vouchers available to 
students? 

YES 

 

 

Key Policies and Approval Processes 

Are state approvals required to start a 
virtual school/program? 

YES 

Is there a state approval process for 
online providers?  

NO 

Is there a state approval process for 
course providers? 

NO 

Does your state provide an annual 
report/data on online learning? 

NO 

Are NSQOL Standards adopted? NO 

 

https://www.deelac.com/key-terms/
https://deelac.com
https://azsbe.az.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/10-09-2024%20-%20AOI%20Districts%20List.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/esa
https://www.azed.gov/esa
https://www.nsqol.org/


 

Quick Overview of K-12 Digital Learning in Arizona 
There is no state virtual school but Arizona has 94 school districts with 106 AOI 
programs authorized to provide both full-time and supplemental online options 
through the Arizona Online Instruction (AOI) program as of September 2024. The AOI 
is a program of the Arizona Department of Education (established A.R.S. §15-80) and 
allows approved school districts and charter schools to develop online learning 
programs. The State Board of Education approves district AOI programs. There were 
39 AOI approved charter schools providing online options for students as of July 
2024. Charter schools can be authorized by multiple entities in the state.  
 
The Annual Report of the Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction, published in 
January of each year, provides full- and part-time student enrollment data for all 106 
AOI programs and virtual charter schools. (Jan 2024 Annual Report of the 
Superintendent) 

●​ 77,008 online students for SY 22-23. 
●​ 93,839 online students for SY 2021-22. 
●​ 121,605 students per SY 2020-21. 
●​ 79,694 students in SY 2019-20.  

 
Primavera Online School is the single largest AOI authorized provider with 15,880 
part- and full-time student enrollments in SY 2022-23.   
 
Student enrollment in district online schools decreased in SY 2022-23 from the 
pandemic high during the 2020-21 SY per the Superintendent’s report. 

●​ 24,774 students for the 2022-23 SY 
●​ 35,784 students for the 2021-22 SY 
●​ 65,966 students for the 2020-21 SY 
●​ 32,646 enrollments in SY 2019-20 SY 

 
 
 
Student enrollment in multi-district full-time online schools decreased but still had a 
78% increase over pre-pandemic enrollments.  
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●​ 52,234 students for the 2022-23 SY 
●​ 58,055 students for the 2021-22 SY 
●​ 65,966 students for the 2020-21 SY 
●​ 32,646 student enrollments in the 2019-20 SY  

 
There are also consortia, a university-sponsored program, and single district activity 
in Arizona. Arizona State University Prep Digital is a diploma-granting online K-12 
school where students can take a single online course or enroll full-time. It also offers 
blended and hybrid options. As part of Arizona State University, ASU Prep Digital offers 
an accelerated path toward college admission and the chance to earn concurrent 
high school and university credit. ASU Prep Digital served 8,820 full-time students and 
over 1,500 part-time students in SY 2022-23.  
 
Created for high school students in grades 9–12, ASU Prep Digital+ offers hybrid 
learning experiences, combining at-home learning with in-person collaboration, 
discussions, and project-based learning in a small group setting at one of the local 
ASU college campuses. 
 

●​ Eligibility: ASU Prep Digital students in grades 9–12 
●​ Commitment: Year-long program; Experiences are semester-based 
●​ Schedule: 1-3 days/week in-person; site-dependent 
●​ Location: ASU West Valley, ASU Tempe, and the ASU Media and Immersive 

eXperience (MIX) center in Mesa 

In 2022, the Arizona legislature expanded Empowerment Scholarship Accounts (ESA) 
to all students in the state, making the funds available to every family to pursue 
alternate educational options including instructional models such as 
microschools.  Previously, ESAs were only available to students with special needs. 
Nearly 68,000 students have participated in the ESA program as of October 2023.  
 
 
In general, a microschool is a learning pod consisting of small class size (usually 
fewer than 15 students) of varying ages, with individually designed 
schedules, curricula, and structures. Sequoia Charter School’s Sequoia 
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Choice program, with one of the largest online enrollments in the state at 9,108 
students for the 2021-22 SY, has implemented the microschool model as part of its 
offerings. Here microschools meet 2-5 days per week.  Each microschool is managed 
by a teacher or guide, with a schedule and curriculum designed to fit the needs of 
each class. 

Programs/Schools 
This section highlights K-12 digital learning programs and schools across the state.  
 
ASU Prep Global Academy at Sierra Vista offers a hybrid learning model for students 
in grades 7-12 in partnership with Sierra Vista Unified School District. Students attend 
in-person sessions two days a week while taking online courses. 
 
At Santa Cruz Valley Union High School District #840, distance learning provides 
supplemental resources to support parents and students in a distance learning 
environment. The program emphasizes teacher-student collaboration and 
consistent communication to maximize learning. 
 
Tucson Unified Virtual Academy offers online learning for K-12 students in Tucson 
Unified School District. The program provides a flexible, fully online curriculum with 
teacher support, designed to meet the needs of students seeking an alternative to 
traditional in-person education. 
 

 
 

Online Enrollment Data 
This section highlights K-12 student enrollments in supplemental and full-time online 
courses and schools across the state over the past two years. 
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Semester Course 
Enrollments (Supplemental 

Courses) 

2022-2023 
Enrollments 

2023-2024 
Enrollments 

 Notes 

Annual Total 45,468 46,334 ASUPD K-12 Digital 
Full-time Only 

Full-time Student 
Enrollments (Full-time 

Virtual) 

2022-2023 SY 
(Based on Fall 

2023 enrollment 
data) 

2023-2024 SY  
(Based on Fall 2023 

data) 

2024-2025 SY 
(Based on Fall 2024 

data) 

Total K-12 Full-time Online 
Student Enrollments 

77,008 72,732  

 

State Policy  
This section highlights new policies passed in the 2024 legislative session related to 
K-12 digital learning. 
 
SB 1457 (2024) allows Arizona Online Instruction (AOI) schools and online dropout 
recovery programs (DRP) to administer statewide assessments in a virtual setting. 
The bill outlines strict proctoring requirements and exceptions for students needing 
in-person assessments, such as those with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
or English Language Learners. Virtual schools must meet specific technical and 
proctoring standards, but assessments like Advanced Placement exams are 
excluded from virtual administration.  
 
HB2538, allowing live, remote instructional courses for students in grades 9-12 at 
district and charter schools in exchange for a portion of school funding, with 
incentive bonuses for each remote student who passes. Wrapped into K-12 budget 
bill SB1729. 
 
Introduced Legislation: 
SB 1744 (2024) makes various statutory and session law changes for K-12 education 
to implement the FY 2025 state budget. Key provisions include increasing basic state 
aid and charter additional assistance, adjusting the transportation support level, and 
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expanding the Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) program. The bill also 
introduces measures for ESA auditing, modifies delayed enrollment, and repeals 
certain programs such as the Early Education and Career Exploration Program and 
the Civics Development Program. Other administrative and funding adjustments are 
made to support public schools and workforce programs. 
 

Trends  

This section highlights trends across the state in K-12 digital learning over the past 
year. (Examples could include new focus on types of courses offered, new student 
services needed, enrollment drops or rises, etc.) 
There were no new trends in K-12 digital learning in the state of Arizona this year. 
 

Funding Models  

This section provides information on how K-12 digital learning is funded in the state.  
How are virtual schools funded in the state?  

Online or Arizona Online Instruction (AOI) schools are funded based on the Base 
Support Level (BSL) calculations for a pupil enrolled full-time or part-time. Full-time 
AOI pupils receive 95% of the BSL compared to a brick-and-mortar school, and 
part-time AOI pupils receive 85% of the BSL. (A.R.S. § 15-808) 

At what level/percentage compared to traditional brick and mortar schools? 

○​ Full-time AOI pupils are funded at 95% of the BSL of a brick-and-mortar school 
pupil. (A.R.S. § 15-808) 

○​ Part-time AOI pupils are funded at 85% of the BSL of a brick-and-mortar 
school pupil. (A.R.S. § 15-808) 

Are there any funding formulas for supplemental online courses? 
Not answered 
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