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Igniting digital learning through shared

experience

Teacher Edition

HOW CAN WE DO WHAT ONLY ONLINE
LEARNING CAN DO?

Tani Sapp, Braintree Educational Services

In the digital learning and online world, we can tend to
compare ourselves to our brick-and-mortar counterparts.
How do our test scores compare? How does our schedule
compare? How does our curriculum compare? However, |
think we are asking the wrong question. We need to look at
what opportunities we have BECAUSE we are online. Instead
of trying to compare ourselves to the brick-and-mortar
schools, let’s focus on what we can do that they cannot,
simply because of time and space.

We can give our students the opportunity to get out of their
homes and actively engage in their communities with
flexibility in when and how classes are designed. We can
allow students to personalize their education with
individualized projects that may be impossible in a large
classroom. We can explore pathways and work-based
education options that allow students to explore unlimited
options through flexible scheduling and mentoring
relationships.

This year, our encouragement to you is to tell YOUR story.
How is your institution serving students in the way only
digital learning can? We have unique opportunities to
engage students by connecting them with their
communities and allowing them to explore the world
through online and offline learning experiences. Let’s do
what only we can do.

www.deelac.com @ Info@deelac.com

RESOURCES

e PBL Works has samples of project based learning
experiences. While these are designed for traditional
brick and mortar classrooms, many are able to be
adapted for online synchronous and asynchronous
couses: https://www.pblworks.org/

e Braintree uses a multi grade approach in science and
social studies. This encourages students to work with
their families or with others in the communities.
Braintree Unit Study Samples

Trade Secrets

e Know your mission
o Each online program offers something unique to
students. Know what you offer and what you do
best

e Harness the power of offline time
o Connect students with service projects or
mentorship opportunities that get them off-
screen and into their community

e Build personalized learning experiences
o Rethink learning and assessment as an
opportunity for students to solve real problems
that impact their lives. Swap traditional
assessment for a project that allows them to
directly impact their world for good.

e Tell your story
o Students are more successful in online learning
when they know the expectations. Be clear with
what you offer and how your program is unique
so they know what to expect from the start.

TANI SAPP

Tani Sapp works with Braintree Educational Services to develop a
community based and multi age online program. She has worked in
small schools and alternative settings, always focused on student-
centered learning. Currently a PhD candidate in Instructional Design,
she researches innovative ways to support competency-based
education that empowers students to take ownership of their
learning.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Mm3YpjD7DArFXRl4zGW-m-UB1H4BV_9z?usp=sharingCoaching%20Conversations-%20Transforming%20Your%20School%20One%20Conversation%20at%20a%20Time%20(Gross,%20L.%20M.,%20&%20Reilly,%20M.%20F.%20(2010).%20Coaching%20Conversations.%20Corwin%20Press.)
https://www.pblworks.org/
https://www.braintree4me.com/braintree-learning-hub/braintree-academy-unit-studies%3A-family-style-learning
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